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4421794

SOLVENT REMOVAL VIA
CONTINUOUSLY SUPERHEATED
HEAT TRANSFER MEDIUM

Homan B Kinsley assigned to James River Cor-
poration

Non-aqueous solvents are removed from a subs-
trate, e.g., paper, by contacting the substrate
with a condensable, vaporous heat transfer
medium that is in a superheated state, e.g., super-
heated steam, and maintaining said substrate in
contact with said superheated heat transfer
medium, while also maintaining said heat trans-
fer medium in superheated state, for a period of
time sufficient to effect removal of said non-
aqueous liquid from said substrate without
concomitant condensation of said superheated
heat transfer medium thereon. The superheated
heat transfer medium, as well as being the source
of energy for evaporating the solvent, acts as a
solvent vapor transport medium. Upon evapora-
tion of the solvent, the solvent vapor-heat trans-
fer medium mixture can be sent to a recovery
zone to easily recover said solvent via condensa-
tion of the mixture and thereby avoid the dis-
charge of said solvent vapors into the
atmosphere.

4422901

APPARATUS FOR THE
CONTINUOUS SOLVENT
EXTRACTION OF BITUMEN
FROM OIL-BEARING SAND

George Karnofsky assigned to Dravo Corpora-
tion

In a continuous process for the extraction of
crude refinery stock from oil-bearing sand,
miscella produced earlier in the process is retur-
ned and mixed with oil-bearing sand to provide a
feed slurry which, after heating, is separated into
two streams, one of which is comprised pre-
dominantly of the coarser sand particles in the
feed sand and miscella and the other of which
contains most of the fine sand particles in the
feed slurry. Miscella extracted by hot solvent
from one of these streams is recycled to produce
at least part of the miscella returned to produce
the feed mix, and the other stream is processed to
remove at least most of the sand and yield a
miscella which is then distilled to separate the
solvent for recycle to the extraction stages. Gene-
rally stated, a decantation step involving coun-
tercurrent extraction of the feed slurry will be
used with sands which are comprised largely of
fine particles. Percolation and separation of
miscella along with solvent extract of bitumen
from the sand is used where the sand in the feed
mix is predominantly coarse. The spent sand



